Tracheal agenesis: an unresolved problem.
A case of tracheal agenesis diagnosed at birth is discussed in which surgical correction was attempted. Both main bronchi were divided and anastomosis of the main right bronchus to the larynx was attempted, after intrapericardial release of the right lung and severing of the lower pulmonary ligament: bronchoplastic reconstruction of the trachea was impossible. We think that tracheal agenesis, a rare cause of respiratory distress in the newborn, has no suitable therapy today. It is justified to attempt surgical correction if any promising device is at hand or if any doubt exists that an uncorrectable situation is present.